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SERVICES FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES 

The State Government has honoured their pre-election commitments in this area, notably the very 
welcome news about the resurrection of Financial Counselling to pre-2015 levels. Some changes 
in funding allocations are at odds with a pre-election commitment to earlier intervention family 
support services, with resourcing increasing in secondary and tertiary areas. 
 
EARLY INTERVENTION AND FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICES 

 Increase in forward estimate allocations for children and young people in out-of-home care 
(OOHC) and reduction in funding for Earlier Intervention and Family Support Services 
(EIFSS) over the same period, which is at odds with stated intent to ‘divert children from 
child protection systems and prevent them from entering care’. 

 Approximate 25 per cent decrease in EIFSS staffing levels, due to the restructure of the 
Responsible Parenting Services and the establishment of the Intensive Family Support 
Service, explained as a realignment.  

 No funding for expanded transition to adulthood services, like the Home Stretch Campaign. 

ABORIGINAL FAMILIES 

 The two year Aboriginal Family Wellbeing program is still in pilot phase, and there is no 
allocation in forward estimates for this. 

 Procurement planning for an Aboriginal short-stay facility in Broome is funded.   
 The number of children in OOHC is increasing at a faster rate than other cohorts, though 

no funding available to establish specialised services to address this. 

 

FAMILY HUBS 

 Establishment of the Dalyellup Family Centre is scheduled in 2019-20.  
 As per an earlier commitment a Child and Parent Centre will be developed at Arbor Grove 

Primary School in Ellenbrook.  

FINANCIAL COUNSELLING 

 $7.4 million for financial counselling services, presumably spread over metropolitan and 
rural/regional services, but missing detail about whether this is reinstated and additional 
funding, or reinstated only. 

 It is unclear how the processing of non-concession Hardship Utility Grant Scheme (HUGS) 
applications via a Financial Counsellor will impact on service capacity. 
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